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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

Amending the Constitution: Why Change?

	TEACHER NAME

Hayley Williams
	PROGRAM NAME

Parma City School District

	
	[Unit Title]
U.S Government Structure and Process

	NRS EFL(s)
2 – 6 
	TIME FRAME
150 minutes 

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	R.1.3
R.2.2

R.3.2
	Text Types and Purposes
	
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.2.3, R.3.3

R.2.4, R.3.5

R.3.6, R.4.2

R.5.2, R.6.1
R.3.7

R.2.6, R.3.8

R.3.9

R.4.8, R.4.9
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	L.2.4

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)
· Students will interpret and analyze song lyrics and be able to relate sing lyrics to the need for constitutional change.

· Students will interpret and analyze documents about the Constitution.
· Students will identify methods for proposal and ratification of an amendment and evaluate the ease or difficulty of such methods.
· Students will examine how the Founding Fathers accounted for change in the Constitution.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS
· Teacher observation of student participation in discussion.

· Formative assessment: Muddiest Point writing assignment.

· Student answers to comprehension questions in The Amendment Process: What were the Founders Thinking?


	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Students will have knowledge of events that took place leading up to the creation of the Constitution and why this document was needed. 


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Introduce the lesson by asking students what guarantees them their rights? (have this written on the board when they come in or projected)  Do we have the same rights as individuals in the 1920’s? Why/ Why not? 
2. Pass out the lyrics to the song The Times They Are A-Changin’ and briefly introduce who Bob Dylan is and that he was well known for writing about political and social issues.
a. Have students read the lyrics or better yet play the song for the students.
3. After students have read the lyrics/listened to the song ask them to respond to the following questions:

a. What do you think this song is about i.e. what’s going on in this song? (Hint:  you may incorporate background information into your answer).

b. In each verse, Dylan is challenging a certain group to change. Analyze each stanza of the song, and identify who and what needs to change. Ask students what aspects of the text reveal the songwriter’s point of view?
c. What do you think is the overall message of the songwriter?  

d. When might forces (social, political, or economic) produce interest, debate, and perhaps the necessity to change the U.S. Constitution?

4. Review student answers as a class encouraging any discussion of what was going on during the time of the song (1960’s). This is a good opportunity to briefly mention the Vietnam war, Civil Rights Movement, and Women’s Rights. 
5. Ask students to think about the following questions: Is it an easy process to change the constitution?

a. Hand out The Constitution and the Amendment Process graphic organizer for students to fill in as you do on the projector/ power point.  
b. While students record the information, ask students what the most common method of amending is?
c. Continue to go through he discussion questions with students. Make sure that students understand that the Constitution is a “fluid” document and what that means. 
6. Muddiest Point Writing

a. Write on the board the question: What is the muddiest point (most confusing part) thus far? 
b. Have students write their response and collect them immediately so that you can read them while students complete the next task and prior to class ending.
7. Pass out the handout, The Amendment Process: What were the Founders Thinking?
a. Read the introduction and task aloud with students, ask students to highlight challenging vocabulary.

b. Have students use dictionaries to define challenging vocabulary.

c. Once vocabulary is defined, ask students to write their interpretation of the excerpt and answer questions 2 – 5. 

d. Review student answers as a class.

	RESOURCES

Must register at YLI (Youth Leadership Initiative), a program of the University of Virginia Center for Politics for access to resources. Registration is easy and access if free.

Dylan, B. (n.d.). The Times They Are A-Changin' Retrieved from http://208.81.226.245/central/lesson_plans/380?_yli_session=f64ac21938c112e449c25b06bca0daad 

Bob Dylan The Times They Are A Changin' 1964. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e7qQ6_RV4VQ
Amending the Constitution: Why Change?

Amending the Constitution: Why Change? [PowerPoint slides]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://208.81.226.245/central/lesson_plans/380?_yli_session=f64ac21938c112e449c25b06bca0daad
The Constitution and the Amendment Process graphic organizer

Amending the Constitution: Why Change?
Amending the Constitution: Why Change? [Word document]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://208.81.226.245/central/lesson_plans/380?_yli_session=f64ac21938c112e449c25b06bca0daad
Muddiest Point

Classroom Assessment Techniques (CATs). (n.d.). Retrieved from http://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/cats/ 

The Amendment Process: What were the Founders Thinking?

Amending the Constitution: Why Change?

Amending the Constitution: Why Change? [Word document]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://208.81.226.245/central/lesson_plans/380?_yli_session=f64ac21938c112e449c25b06bca0daad
Projector, ability to project.

Computer.

Internet access.

Speakers.

Highlighters.

Dictionaries.


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· The teacher can pair students up according to NRS levels or match lower and higher level students together.

· Lower level groups or students can interpret the excerpt of the Federalist Papers with main ideas as opposed to a summary.

· Students who struggle with information overload can focus on a couple key questions.
· Students with vision problems and/or slow writers could be provided enlarged or pre-filled notes on the amendment process.

	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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